Isolation and characterization of interferon-producing reticuloendothelial cells from mouse epidermis.
A homogeneous population of trypsin-resistant epidermal cells has been isolated from newborn ICR mice. These cells are characterized by adherence, receptors for Fc-IgG, ATPase activity, phagocytosis of latex particles and opsonized sheep erythrocytes, and secretion of lysozyme and interferon. The production of interferon by these cells suggests that they may be important in protection against viral infections of the skin as well as in regulation of immune responses. The ultrastructure of these trypsin-resistant epidermal cells shows striking similarity to that of reticuloendothelial cells.